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HOUSE APPROVES GREAT PLAINS RURAL DEVELOPMENT BILL,
SUBCOMMITTEE APPROVES FOREST·RELATED BILLS
For immediate release, Friday, August .12, 1994
WASHINGTON -- The House of Representatives approved legislation Friday that
would establish a two-year Northern Great Plains Rural Development Commission to
study the economic needs of, and develop a 10-year rural economic development plan
for North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa and Minnesota.
"This legislation will provide a mechanism for state and local leaders, working with
USDA, to develop a long-term, cooperative plan that enables the rural areas of these
states to build on their shared and unique strengths and to overcome their common
problems," said House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza, D-Texas.
"We are constantly reminded of the tremendous loss to our region that occurs
when young people cannot find jobs.and are forced to move to other parts of the
country," said Rep. Tim Johnson, o-S.D., a senior Committee member who introduced
the House companion bill. "Our legislation is intended to foster the kind of imaginative
economic development that will create jobs and opportunities for our children and
grandchildren."
In action taken Thursday, the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Specialty Crops
and Natural Resources gave its approval to the following bills:
H.R. 3426: Permits the Secretary of Agriculture to sell at fair market value a 10acre tract of land, currently owned by USDA's Forest Service, to the city of Rolla, Mo.
H.R. 4063: Creates a citizens' advisory panel and establishes guidelines for
cooperation between the City of Portland, Oregon, and the Department of Agriculture in
promoting the protection of water quality and quantity in the Bull Run and Uttle Sandy
watersheds which serve as a source of water for the city.
H.R. 1496: Provides for a temporary increase in the population cap used in
determining the eligibility of certain timber-dependent communities in the Pacific
Northwest for loans and grants from USDA's Rural Development Administration.
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